
ORDINANCE NO. 2019 - ________ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CHAMBERSBURG, FRANKLIN COUNTY, 
AMENDING CHAPTER 254 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF 
CHAMBERSBURG, ENTITLED “STREETS AND SIDEWALKS”. 

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Borough Code, 8 Pa. C.S. §§ 101-3501, (the “Borough Code”), at 
Section 1202 empowers the Borough to promulgate regulations as may be necessary for the health, 
morals, general welfare, comfort, and safety of the Borough and its citizens; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1202(12) of the Borough Code empowers the Borough to regulate the streets, 
sewers, public squares, common grounds, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, culverts and drains, and the 
heights, widths, slopes, and their construction; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1801 of the Borough Code enables the Borough to lay out, establish, and 
compel the construction of sidewalks; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1805 of the Borough Code allows the Borough to perform sidewalk work 
required under Section 1801 and collect the cost thereof from the property owner; and 

WHEREAS, Section 1203 of the Borough Code enables the Borough to establish rules and 
regulations for the proper safety and welfare of the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Borough of Chambersburg have promulgated a 
policy regarding the installation, maintenance, and repair of curbs and sidewalks located within 
the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council of the Borough of Chambersburg deem it to be in the 
best interest and general welfare of its citizens and residents of the Borough to amend Chapter 254 
of the Code of the Borough of Chambersburg, entitled “Streets and Sidewalks”, to require that all 
curbs and sidewalks in the Borough be installed, maintained, and repaired in accordance with the 
Borough’s Sidewalk and Curb Installation Policy and the applicable provisions of the Code. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Town Council 
of the Borough of Chambersburg, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, and it is hereby enacted and 
ordained by the authority of the same as follows: 

SECTION I. Chapter 254, Section 254-30, entitled “Construction”, is hereby retitled 
“Construction and Appeals” and the contents thereof are hereby amended by replacing the entirety 
with the following: 

254-30 A. Town Council has established, by resolution, a Curb and Sidewalk Installation 
Plan/Map for each ward of the Borough, which plans and maps are incorporated 
herein by reference and which may be amended from time to time by resolution of 
Town Council. Said plan and maps establish which streets, or portions thereof, upon 
which curbs and sidewalks shall either be maintained, constructed, repaired or re-
constructed. 



 B. Town Council has established, by resolution, a Sidewalk and Curb Installation 
Policy, which Policy is incorporated herein by reference and which may be 
amended from time to time by resolution of Town Council. Said Policy establishes 
the circumstances under which curbs and sidewalks must be maintained, 
constructed, reconstructed, and repaired. 

 C. Curbs and sidewalks shall be constructed, reconstructed, and repaired in 
accordance with the Curb and Sidewalk Installation Plans/Maps and Sidewalk and 
Curb Installation Policy as may be amended from time to time. 

 D. Curbs and sidewalks shall be constructed, reconstructed, and repaired in 
accordance with specifications promulgated by the Borough Engineer from time to 
time. 

E. Appeals. If any person desires to dispute a determination of the Borough 
Engineer, or any Notice issued in accordance with this Ordinance, such person may 
appeal the decision or Notice to the Curb and Sidewalk Compliance Committee 
(the “Committee”). The Committee shall be comprised of three members of Town 
Council as appointed by Town Council. The Committee shall meet to hear appeals 
no more frequently than quarterly unless additional meetings are determined 
necessary by the Borough Manager. Proceedings shall be conducted in accordance 
with Local Agency Law, 2 Pa. C.S.A. §§ 551-555, as amended. The determination, 
notice, or action from which the appeal is taken shall be stayed pending 
adjudication by the Committee, except for: 1) determinations that emergency 
repairs must be effectuated, 2) that a dangerous condition exists that must be abated, 
and 3) a stop work order issued under this Chapter. Adjudications that modify the 
location of a required curb or sidewalk installation shall result in a modification of 
the applicable Curb and Sidewalk Installation Plan/Map without further action of 
Town Council. However, no adjudication shall bar Town Council from exercising 
its powers pursuant to Section 1802 of the Borough Code at a future date. Fees for 
appeals shall be established by resolution of the Town Council and the Board may 
adopt procedures for the conduct of its business and Borough staff may promulgate 
forms necessary to effectuate the provisions of this Ordinance.  

SECTION II. The contents of Chapter 254, Section 254-32 B, are hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

254-32 B. All trees, shrubs, hedges, and other vegetation shall be trimmed so that they do 
not encroach upon the sidewalk and do not overhang the sidewalk at a height of less than 
eight (8) feet from the sidewalk surface.  

SECTION III. The contents of Chapter 254, Section 254-33, entitled “Borough to perform work 
on neglect of property owner; notice; collection of costs” shall be amended by adding a subsection 
C thereto as follows: 



C. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Borough shall have the right to make emergency 
repairs to curbs and sidewalks if deemed necessary by the Borough Engineer, after 
inspection, to correct a dangerous condition and such repair is not estimated to exceed 
$1,000.00. Before an emergency repair is made, the Borough shall provide notice, as 
specified in subsection A or B above, as applicable, at least 48 hours prior to effectuating 
the repair. 

SECTION IV. The contents of Chapter 254, Section 254-35, entitled “Stop Orders”, are hereby 
amended to be read as follows: 

If any property owner shall commence, or permit others to commence, the paving, 
repaving, repairing, curbing, or recurbing of any sidewalk not in compliance with this 
article or not in compliance with lines and grades and specifications provided by the 
Borough Engineer, said Borough Engineer is authorized to issue a stop order directed to 
the property owner and serve it upon the property owner in the manner as set forth in § 
254-33 above. Upon service of such stop order, all paving, repaving, curbing, or recurbing 
shall immediately cease. The filing of an appeal under this Chapter will not stay a stop 
order until such time as the Borough Engineer determines that work may commence 

SECTION V. Savings Clause. In all other respects, the Code of the Borough of Chambersburg 
shall remain as previously enacted and ordained. 

SECTION VI. Severability. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable, and if 
any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or part thereof is, for any reason, held to be invalid, 
unlawful, or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect 
the validity of any remaining sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or part of this Ordinance. 

SECTION VII. Repealer. All provisions of previous ordinances of the Borough of Chambersburg, 
which are contrary to this Ordinance are expressly repealed. 

SECTION VIII. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately. 

ENACTED, ORDAINED, AND APPROVED this _____ day of ___________, 2019. 

 

_________________________ 
President 
 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________ 
Secretary 
 

_________________________ 
Mayor 


